XXVI
THE PRINCIPLE OF BEAUTY

" I HAVE loved/' said Keats, " the principle of
beauty in all things.'* It is that to which all
I have said has been leading, as many roads
unite in one. We must try to use discrimi-
nation, not to be so optimistic that we see
beauty if it is not there, not to overwhelm
every fling that every craftsman has at beauty
with gush and panegyric; not to praise
beauty in all companies, or to go off like a
ripe broom-pod, at a touch. When Walter,
Pater was confronted with something which
courtesy demanded that he should seem to
admire, he used to say in that soft voice of
his, which lingered over emphatic syllables,
" Very costly, no doubt!"

But we must be generous to all beautiful
intention, and quick to see any faintest
beckoning of the divine quality; and indeed
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